August 4, 2023
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
PRAIRIELAND UNITED WAY TO KICK OFF 2023 CAMPAIGN

“WHAT’S RAISED HERE, STAYS HERE” – Theme for 2023 United Way Campaign

JACKSONVILLE, ILLINOIS…Prairieland United Way 2023 campaign will get underway with a Chamber Business After Hours and Campaign Kickoff at 4:00 pm on August 25 at Future Champion’s Sports Complex. Business leaders and United Way employee campaign coordinators are encouraged to attend. The Business After Hours will be followed by the Annual Guns & Hoses Softball Challenge between the local Fire and Police Departments, sponsored by Jacksonville area Edw. Jones agents. The night will cap off with the band, Buk, sponsored in part by Petefish, Skiles & Co. Bank. 
The 2023 United Way Campaign Theme is “WHAT’S RAISED HERE, STAYS HERE” and the fundraising goal is $467,000. Prairieland United Way helps local people by raising and distributing funds for health, education and employment-related service programs in Morgan, Scott, Cass and northern Greene counties.

The campaign leadership team consists of the Board President, Campaign co-Chairs and the Executive Director. President of the United Way board this year is Amy Quigg, who is the Human Resources Manager for Reynolds Consumer Products.  Quigg joined the board in 2020. 
The Prairieland United Way Board is proud to introduce Kristin Jamison and Kristen Reed as the 2023 Campaign Co-Chairs.
Kristin Van Aken Jamison joined the staff of the Jacksonville Regional Economic Development Corporation (JREDC) as their Vice President of Marketing and Communications in 2019 and was promoted to the position of President the following year.

Kristin graduated Phi Beta Kappa and summa cum laude from Illinois College with a degree in communications and theatre before earning a Master of Arts degree in communication from University of Illinois at Springfield. As a graduate student, she participated in the Graduate Public Service Internship working for the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency. She also worked for then Illinois State legislator Dan Rutherford as legislative aide in his Capitol and Pontiac offices.

For more than a dozen years, Kristin worked on the development team at her alma mater honing skills related to communication, marketing and fundraising while overseeing the Illinois College development office’s communication with and stewardship of alumni, parents and friends. She and her husband, Adam, opened Jamison’s Future Swings in 2018, and have since welcomed hundreds of baseball and softball athletes to their facility for competition and instruction. The couple manage Future Champions Sports Complex’s six turf fields and newly opened restaurant and arcade as part owners.

Active in the community, Kristin is secretary of the Jacksonville Conventions and Visitors Bureau and serves on boards of Jacksonville Main Street, Jacksonville Area Chamber of Commerce, Jacksonville Airport Authority and Boys and Girls Club of Central Illinois. She is a member of The Art Association of Jacksonville, having co-chaired the 2017 Beaux Arts Ball and 2022 Lawn Party. The Jacksonville Kiwanis Club recognized Kristin with the A. Wadsworth Applebee Community Service Award, she was named to Jacksonville Journal-Courier’s inaugural class of “20 Under Forty” and the Illinois College Alumni Association recognized her with the Young Alumna Award

In her spare time, Kristin takes on the role of cheerleader for her kids’ activities. Her son, Jagger, is 13, and daughter, Juliet, is 10.
Kristen Reed was born and raised in Beardstown, Illinois. She graduated from Illinois College in 2007 with a Bachelor of Science degree, double majoring in Sociology and Psychology. She has spent her career in the Office of Admission at Illinois College in many capacities, and currently serves as Project Manager. An active member of the community, Kristen participates in The Art Association of Jacksonville, currently serving on the Board of Trustees, and has co-chaired Art in the Yard and both the dance and reception committees for the Beaux Arts Ball. She served on the Jacksonville Memorial Auxiliary Board and co-chaired the Bazaar’s Friday Night Fling and May Luncheon. 
Kristen is a member of First Presbyterian Church of Jacksonville and is a past chair of "Messy Church," a program designed to welcome and engage young children and their families in the church community. 
Kristen resides in Jacksonville with her husband Brandon and two daughters, Cora (10) and Collins (6). 

Prairieland United Way helps more than 35,000 people annually by funding 23 agencies and 30 programs. For more information about United Way, please contact Executive Director Karen Walker at 217/245-4557 or stop by the office located at the Jacksonville Municipal Building, 200 W. Douglas, Jacksonville, Illinois.
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